Penetrating thoracic aortic injuries: rare but potentially salvageable sequelae of urban warfare.
Penetrating injuries of the thoracic aorta are rare and often fatal. Victims of such wounds rarely survive to reach the emergency department. Those patients who do arrive will display one of two symptom complexes--either continuing hemorrhage or seeming hemodynamic stability with a widened mediastinum on chest roentgenography. As the results of our study of six such patients show, at least 50% of those who arrive with any signs of life may be salvaged by aggressive surgical management.